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NOTICES OF BOOKS. 81 

own power or " authority "-a term defined in the Prologue of 
the Fourth Gospel as being " authority to become children of 
God." This is all quite true; but one must not forget that " the 
atmosphere of a Family " cannot exist without Family life, ap 
organized thing, not the less organized because natural. 

N. J. D. VW. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION, What mean ye by this Service? 
By Ed. Sinker. (Longmans.) 2s. 6d. 

Mr. Sinker has given us a useful book to be placed in the 
hands of our Communicants. 

In his preface he states " that the book is not written for the 
theologian, but as a practical and devotional help for our 
thousands of regular and sometimes irregular communicants." 
We can recommend it as a work that will appeal to many who look 
for a combination of theological and purely devotional treatment 
of the Service of Holy Communion. 

The aspects from which the author looks at the service are not 
new; but, here and there, he illustrates old truths in a very effective 
way so as to give the intelligent communicant a central thought 
which may lead him to see in the Service new ways and means of 
developing his spiritual life. 

Mr. Sinker has the gift of happy illustration. When speaking 
of Holy Communion as the Feast of Reunion, he says, "We are 
one mighty army, and the thought of the presence of the Angels 
and Archangels and the whole company of Heaven at our 
Eucharists should be an inspiration and a source of strength to us 
We are not standing alone. We are units of a vast multitude 
which no man can number. This thought at our Holy Eucharist 
always brings to my mind a great field of waving corn, swaying 
gently this way and that in the wind, where each stalk of corn, 
fragile as it is, is perfectly safe because it does not stand alone, but 
is supported and surrounded by countless others." 

With regard to doctrine the author refuses to be called a parti- 
zan, but he is very definite in his opinions. In our view he is a 
strong Churchman, he fully realizes the historical setting of the 
Services of our Church, and he has made an earnest effort to give 
the "average Christian " (the phrase is his own) a reason for the 
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